The First Home Rule Bill

harness bells, and presently a cab appeared with Parnell in
it* Unable to bear his solitude any longer, he had driven
down from London in the middle of the night*

VIII
Immediately after the General Election of 1886, which
restored the Tories to power, Parnell introduced a Land Bill
into the House of Commons* The tenants were again in
trouble* A serious fall in prices had made the payment of
the judicial rents impossible, and Parnell proposed an abate-
ment of rents where it could be proved that the tenants were
unable to pay the full amount, but were willing to pay half
the amount and arrears; the admission of leaseholders to the
benefits of the Act of 1881; and the suspension of legal
proceedings for the recovery of rent on payment of half the
rent and the arrears* The Bill was rejected on September 21,
1886, by 297 votes to 202* It was soon after this rejection
that Parnell fell seriously ill* While he was out of action
his subordinates, led by Mr* William OTBrien, invented the
Plan of Campaign, which was put into operation in December,
1886* Parnell had warned the Government that if his Land
Bill were rejected there would be a revival of agrarian outrage*
They soon discovered that his prophecy was true, and they
pleaded with the Irish landlords not to insist upon their legal
rights in rent* But the Irish landlords were determined on
their own destruction, and would not listen to appeals or to
reason* They had long since abrogated their duties, and now
demanded only their privileges* The end of them could not
much longer be delayed, since they were so resolved to bring
it about; but until it came, they were resolved to play the
implacable parasite without pity or compunction* Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach and Sir Redvers Buller endeavoured to dissuade
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